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Product Description
In the hills above Florence, Santa Maddalena is like a secret garden where writers hone their craft and meet
like-minded people. Paired with evocative images, these essays by 27 acclaimed authors invite readers to
understand how the spirit of this restored villa, its owners and resident pets have inspired creative writing and
creativity among so many. Monti della Corte and her late husband, Gregor von Rezzori, transformed a ruin
into the ultimate retreat where they would write, garden, and entertain friends and fellow artists Pedro
Almodovar, Bernardo Bertolucci, David Hockney, Isabella Rossellini. This gracious weaving together of
hospitality and creativity became the Santa Maddalena Foundation and writers fellowship program in 2000.
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